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At Studlands Rise, we believe in achievement for all and we pride ourselves on our strong 
inclusive ethos.   
  
What types of Special Educational Needs are provided for?   
  
We provide for the four broad areas of need listed in the SEND Code of Practice (2014, updated 
2020):   
  
Communication and interaction   
Children and young people with speech, language and communication needs (SLCN) have 
difficulty in communicating with others. This may be because they have difficulty saying what 
they want to, understanding what is being said to them or they do not understand or use social 
rules of communication. The profile for every child with SLCN is different and their needs may 
change over time. They may have difficulty with one, some or all of the different aspects of 
speech, language or social communication at different times of their lives. Autistic children and 
young people are likely to have particular difficulties with social interaction. They may also 
experience difficulties with language, communication and imagination, which can impact on 
how they relate to others.   
  
Cognition and learning   
Support for learning difficulties may be required when children and young people learn at a 
slower pace than their peers, even with appropriate adaptive teaching. Learning difficulties 
cover a wide range of needs, including moderate learning difficulties (MLD), severe learning 
difficulties (SLD), where children are likely to need support in all areas of the curriculum and 
associated difficulties with mobility and communication, through to profound and multiple 
learning difficulties (PMLD), where children are likely to have severe and complex learning 
difficulties as well as a physical disability or sensory impairment. Specific learning difficulties 
(SpLD), affect one or more specific aspects of learning. This encompasses a range of conditions 
such as dyslexia, dyscalculia and dyspraxia.   
  
Social, emotional and mental health difficulties   
Children and young people may experience a wide range of social and emotional difficulties, 
which manifest themselves in many ways. These may include becoming withdrawn or isolated, 
as well as displaying challenging, disruptive or disturbing behaviour. These behaviours may 
reflect underlying mental health difficulties such as anxiety or depression, self-harming, 
substance misuse, eating disorders or physical symptoms that are medically unexplained. Other 
children and young people may have disorders such as attention deficit disorder, attention 
deficit hyperactive disorder or attachment disorder.   
  



  
  

Sensory and/or physical needs   
Some children and young people require special educational provision because they have a 
disability which prevents or hinders them from making use of the educational facilities generally 
provided. These difficulties can be age related and may fluctuate over time. Many children and 
young people with vision impairment (VI), hearing impairment (HI) or a multi-sensory 
impairment (MSI) will require specialist support and/or equipment to access their learning, or 
habilitation support. Children and young people with an MSI have a combination of vision and 
hearing difficulties. Some children and young people with a physical disability (PD) require 
additional ongoing support.   
  
 
How will the school know if my child needs SEN support and what should I do if I think my child 
has special educational needs?   
 
The attainment and progress of all pupils is monitored frequently and consistently.  
Teachers assess children’s progress over the course of every lesson. This will be through, but not 
limited to asking questions, marking work and making observations. Children falling behind age 
appropriate expectations will be identified through regular class monitoring, teacher discussions 
and pupil progress meetings during the year.  
 
Sometimes, a child may present with having some barriers to learning and is likely to need 
specific additional support. Together, the teacher and the SENDCo may decide to adapt the 
child’s provision and give additional or different support.   
  
If it is decided that your child needs additional provision, they will be subject to some carefully 
chosen targets that will be detailed on their Additional Support Plan (ASP). Class teachers are 
responsible for setting these targets, supported by the SENDCo. This will follow an ‘assess, plan, 
do, review’ format. Children regularly have their targets reviewed based on their progress.   
Parents will be informed and involved throughout this process.  
 
If parents are at all concerned about their child’s progress, they should discuss it with their 
child’s teacher in the first instance. This could relate to their child’s academic needs, their social 
and emotional needs or their speech and communication. If additional or adapted provision is 
needed, then you may wish to discuss it in more detail with the class teacher or the SENDCo.   
  
 
How will school staff support my child?   
  
The school uses a variety of approaches to support pupils, these include:  
  

• Quality first teaching  
• Interventions run by teachers or support staff  
• Interventions using research based apps  
• Different customised/environments adapted in and out of the classroom  
• Reasonable adjustments  



  
  

  
If your child has more complex needs, the school may make an application for additional 
funding and seek support from external specialist services to provide additional support for your 
child.   
  
    
How will I know how my child is doing?   
  
There are termly parent consultations as well as an annual written report, however you may 
need to meet with your child’s class teacher more frequently to discuss your child’s individual 
needs. If your child has more complex needs, there may be more frequent meetings to discuss 
the best provision for your child. Any provision can be discussed in more detail with the 
SENDCo.   
  
Where a child requires additional support parents are informed and targeted intervention is put 
in place. This support is monitored closely by both class teacher and SENCO and regularly 
modified. Most interventions take place over 1 or 2 terms and progress is reported back to 
parents at parent consultations or more regularly if needed. The effectiveness of the school’s 
provision for children with SEND is evaluated, reported to governors and monitored by 
OFSTED. 
 
How will my child be involved in their education?   
  
If appropriate for their age and understanding each term, your child will look at their ISP with a 
trusted adult. This conversation will include a shared discussion about strengths, strategies to 
support them and their progress against their individual targets. This will be carried out in an 
age-appropriate way.   
  
If your child has an Education, Health and Care Plan (EHCP) they will complete a pupil voice 
activity with a trusted adult before their annual review. If it is deemed appropriate, your child 
will also attend a section of the annual review.   
  
 
What support will there be for my child’s overall wellbeing?   
  
At Studlands Rise, achievements are celebrated and rewarded. This is done through weekly 
achievement assemblies where children’s learning, sporting and wider achievements are 
celebrated. These celebrations are adapted for pupils with SEND. Teachers use positive praise to 
reinforce good choices and effort as well as a whole range of motivational tools such as stickers 
and reward charts. Values education, supported by the school’s RSME curriculum delivered 
through Jigsaw lessons, underpin the school’s personal and social curriculum. For some pupils a 
phone call home is made to celebrate success.  
  



  
  

Staff may complete programmes of work with individuals to support their emotional wellbeing 
or to support any social or behavioural needs.  The school has a dedicated Emotional Literacy 
Support Assistant who supports children with identified SEMH needs.  
 
We work closely with the Royston Area School’s Partnership family support worker, who has 
access to a range of local agencies and services and is able to signpost parents effectively. The 
school and parents can access the school nurse team to help to meet a child’s health needs. In 
some instances, this may require referring a child to access a specialist support service. The 
school has a consistent behaviour and relationships policy, which is published on the school 
website. 
  
There is a school council to ensure that children’s ideas and opinions are represented. The 
curriculum has embedded opportunities to implement our Equalities, Diversity and Inclusion 
commitment, supporting the views of the children and including measures to prevent bullying.   
  
If your child has medical needs, a health care plan (HCP) will be prepared with the SENDCo. 
There are named members of staff who are trained in paediatric first aid. Prescribed medication 
must be handed into the school office with written consent for administration. Together, school 
staff offer a supportive and nurturing environment where children grow the skills they need to 
become good learners and citizens. Studlands Rise operates a ‘steps’ therapeutic approach to 
promoting positive behaviours.   
  
All staff are trained in Safeguarding and have a duty of care to all children.   
  
What specialist services can be accessed by the school?   

All teachers are well trained and supported. There is a comprehensive programme of continuing 
professional development. Teaching assistants receive additional training to deliver appropriate 
interventions. The school has access to a range of advisory teachers and therapists. The school 
works alongside other professionals to support with referrals to CAMHs and the Child 
Development Centre. The school can also refer to outreach services such as North Herts Primary 
Support Service and the Communication and Autism Team. 
 
All of these services are accessed through individual referrals made by the SENCo, usually after 
SEND support provided by school has had little impact on pupil progress, or if further strategies 
are needed. 
 
What training have the staff working with children with SEND?   
  
Studlands Rise takes a highly inclusive approach as we believe that all children make best 
progress when they feel safe, happy and confident. Teaching staff are responsible for teaching 
children with SEND and are trained to meet a variety of needs.   
  
Teaching staff have regular training through in service training and professional development 
meetings. The SENDCo attends cluster groups to share good practice and keep up to date with 



  
  

current thinking and local services. Support staff are also trained in specific and relevant areas so 
they can best meet the needs of the individuals they work with.   
  
How will the school help me to support my child’s learning?   
  
Your role as a parent is essential in supporting your child to make good progress. Teaching staff 
will be happy to share supportive strategies to help you meet your child’s needs. This may also 
include specific advice from the inclusion team.   
  
Class teachers will make suggestions of how to help your child through homework flyers or 
reading records. It is always important that your child practises reading daily, regardless of their 
age or ability.   
  
Sometimes, the school may offer specific workshops on how to support homework for example, 
phonics and calculations. Before moving to a new year group, transitions will be planned 
carefully and meetings with parents will take place. Every year there will be a ‘new to’ meeting 
so that teachers can outline the curriculum for the year and ensure parents are aware of 
expectations.   
  
How will I be involved in planning for my child’s education?   
  
There will be termly open evenings but it may be that you are invited to additional discussions 
with the class teacher if your child has special educational needs. This will be at a time when 
your child’s new targets are set so that you can offer your thoughts and share strategies that 
you use at home. Your contribution will be central to these meetings and your input will be 
invaluable in promoting good outcomes for your child. You can discuss longer term planning 
for your child’s future provision with either the SENDCo.   
  
    
How will my child be included in the wider aspects of school life?   
  
Every care is taken to ensure there is an inclusive approach to school trips and visits. School staff 
are committed to equality of opportunity. Additional measures may need to be put into place 
for some children, for example changes to adult to child ratios. The school may ask you to 
accompany your child on a school trip. All visits are thoroughly risk assessed and any individual 
needs are planned for. There are after school and breakfast clubs based at the school and all 
children are welcome to attend.   
  
How accessible is the school environment?   
 
The school is fully compliant with the Equality Act and reasonable adjustments are made for all 
children with SEND where necessary. The building is wheelchair accessible and has disabled 
toilet facilities. Specialised equipment is provided where appropriate for children with SEND 
needs and advice is sought from the appropriate medical/health professionals to ensure all 
children’s health and physical needs are catered for within the school environment. 



  
  

  
The school building is accessible to wheelchair users. There are disabled facilities available. 
Symbol cards accompanied by vocabulary are used to support children in understanding signs, 
information and instructions as they are presented in a visual way. This includes use of a visual 
timetable of the day, which can be found in every class. Staff will also use simple signing as 
needed to aid communication.  
  
How will the school prepare and support my child to join the school or transfer to a new 
school?   
  
The school has a clear transition policy; this ensures a smooth transition as children enter the 
school and as they move through the classes. Early Years taff will complete home visits for all 
new children to the school and careful transition arrangements are made for year 4 children 
when they move schools.   
  
If your child has additional needs, then more planning maybe required in helping them 
integrate into the school. Individuals may be offered additional support as they transition 
between year groups, such as new transition booklets.  
  
How are the school’s resources allocated and matched to children’s special educational needs 
and how is the decision made about how much support my child will receive?   
  
The school has a skilled team of teaching assistants who may support the children by delivering 
and supporting with small group work or they may work individually with children to work on 
specific targets. Teachers will use a range of assessments to decide what future provision a child 
needs.   
  
If your child has more complex needs, the school may make an application for additional 
funding which can be used to provide additional support.   
  
Who can I contact for further information?   
  
The school has a SENCo who can be contacted by telephone or email and is available to meet 
with parents if you have any concerns about your child. It is however, more appropriate to 
speak to your child’s teacher with any initial queries.  
Please make appointments through the school the school office and they will be able to direct 
appointments to the most appropriate member of staff.   
  
Inclusion team   
  
Headteacher  - Mrs Nikki Wilby 
Deputy Headteacher– Mrs Sharon Maguire  
SENDCo – Mrs Sharon Maguire and Mrs Vicky Pope  
 
 



  
  

How can I make a complaint about SEND provision for my child?   
  
Every day, we make many decisions and strive to do the best for all children at Studlands Rise . 
We care about what you think. Your comments - either positive or negative - are helpful for 
future planning. You may want to talk to us about a particular aspect of our work, though not 
actually make a complaint - you just want to get something ‘off your chest’. However, it may be 
that you want to make a complaint about a specific issue and our Complaints policy tells you 
how to go about this. This is available on our school website or a paper version is available from 
the school office on request.  
 
If your child already has an EHCP but you feel that provision for them is not being made as 
specified in Section F of the EHCP, you can contact the Complaints Team for Children's Services. 
Children’s Services have a duty to investigate, and the Complaints Team does this by 
undertaking a Section F Provision Checklist which evaluates whether the correct stated 
provision is in place and how the school or setting is delivering this in accordance with the 
EHCP. If any provision is found to be insufficient, they will set out to the school what will be 
done to correct this and a timescale for doing so. You can request that they investigate by 
selecting either of the following links:   
If you're not happy with a decision (hertfordshire.gov.uk)  
  
Or contacting the Complaints Team for Childrens Services  
  
Where can I find more information about the Local Authority’s local offer of services and 
Provision for children with special educational needs?   
  
The Hertfordshire SEND Local Offer  


