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CHARGING AND REMISSIONS POLICY

INTRODUCTION

Studlands Rise First School will ensure equal opportunities for all pupils, regardless of financial
circumstances. We have therefore created the following policy and procedures to ensure that no child is
discriminated against by our offering of school trips, activities and educational extras.

The Governing Body recognises the valuable contribution that the wide range of additional activities,
including clubs, trips and residential experiences can make towards pupils' personal and social education.

The Governing Body aims to promote and provide such activities both as part of a broad and balanced
curriculum for the pupils of the school and as additional optional activities.

In addition, we are committed to adhering to the legal requirements regarding charging for school activities
and meeting all statutory guidance provided by the DFE.

Studlands Rise First School will:
e Never charge for education provided during school hours.
e Inform parents on low incomes and in receipt of relevant benefits of the support available to them
when asking for contributions towards the costs of school visits.

CHARGING FOR EDUCATION

The Governing Body reserves the right to charge in the following circumstances for activities organised by
the school:

o Replacement of materials, books, instruments and equipment lost or damaged by pupils or parents
Optional extras/voluntary contributions*
Music tuition (arranged with external professionals)
The use of community facilities and other commercial activities
Provision of information within the scope of GDPR

The Governing body will not charge for the following:
o Admission applications or appeals
e Education provided during school hours, including the supply of any materials, books, instruments
or other equipment
e Local area visits if it is part of the national curriculum®
e Education provided outside school hours ifit is part of the national curriculum.
e Instrumental tuition that is being provided by the school.

OPTIONAL EXTRAS

The Governing body will usually request contributions towards the following:

Education provided inside or outside of school time that is not part of the national curriculum.
Transport to and from events and trips

Board and lodging for a pupil on a residential visit.

Extended day services offered to pupils. e.g. breakfast and after school club (paid to our extended
service provider)
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e Children in nursery are entitled to 15 hours funding by the government. Those who choose to send
their child in for further tuition and do not have a 30-hour code will be charged at an hourly rate on a
monthly or termly basis in advance. Funds received for optional additional hours are non-refundable
and Studlands Rise First School will not refund for a child missing any additional hours on the basis

of ill health. However, if the school is closed unexpectedly, we will other a refund or hold the monies

on account for future use.

When calculating the cost of optional extras, an amount may be included in relation to the following:
e Buildings and accommodation
o Educational activities
e Transport fees
e Food and drink provisions

The school will not charge more than the actual cost of providing the optional extras, it will be divided
equally by the amount of participating pupils. A subsidy will not be charged to any pupils where parents of
other pupils do not pay the full amount or those who make partial payments

Participation in any activity will be on the basis of parental choice and willingness to meet the charges;
therefore, parental agreement is a prerequisite for the provision of an optional extra where charges will be
made. Children will not be excluded from any events which take place during the school day on the basis
on cost / payment.

VOLUNTARY CONTRIBUTIONS

Studlands Rise First School, may from time to time, ask for voluntary contributions towards the benefit of
the school or school activities. If an activity cannot be funded without voluntary contributions, the school will
make this clear from the outset. The school will make it clear that there is no obligation for parents to make
any contribution. Parents will be notified regarding whether assistance is available.

No pupil will be excluded from any activity simply because their parents are unwilling or unable to pay. If a
parent is unwilling or unable to pay, their child will still be given equal opportunity to take part in the activity,
and the school will set out how places will be allocated from the outset. If insufficient voluntary contributions
are raised to fund an activity, and the school cannot fund it via another source, the activity will be cancelled,
and this will be made clear to parents.

The school will strive to ensure that parents do not feel pressurised into making voluntary contributions.
However, alongside the original letter and requests for voluntary contributions, reminders will be sent also
unless a parent has notified us that they are in financial difficulties.

HCL — SCHOOL DINNER PROVISION

HCL provide Studlands Rise First School with their meals for children. Pupils in Nursery, Year 3 and Year 4
who are not eligible for free school meals are required to pay for their school dinners. At the time of writing
this policy meals are priced at £3.60 for KS2 pupils and £2.60 for nursery pupils, subjected to change from
April 2027.

Meals should always be paid for in advance, as per HCL requests. If accounts of pupils should fall into a
deficit of £20 or more, school will send a polite reminder to parents to ensure the account is cleared. If the
account is not cleared by the date stated on this communication, school will request pupils to bring in a
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home packed lunch and access to school dinners will cease until the deficit is cleared. Those facing
financial difficulties, should get in touch with the school office to discuss their individual situations should
they need too.

GENERAL

The Governing Body may, from time to time, amend the categories of activity for which a payment may be
asked for.

Nothing in this policy statement precludes the Governing Body from inviting parents to make a voluntary
contribution towards the cost of providing other educational experiences for pupils.

REMISSIONS

The school has a hardship fund which may be used to support parents with the board and lodging costs of
a residential visit in the case of pupils whose parents and guardians are in receipt of benefits listed below.

Income Support

Income based Jobseeker’s Allowance

Support under Part VI of the Immigration and Asylum Act 1999

Child Tax Credit (providing they are also entitled to Working Tax Credit and have an annual income,
assessed by the Inland Revenue, that does not exceed £13,910)

Guaranteed Pension Credit

YV VYVVVYV

Documentary evidence may be required.
To request assistance, parents should contact the office manager via pwatson@studlandsrise.herts.sch.uk

MONITORING AND REVIEW

This policy will be reviewed on an annual basis by the Governing Board.
Headteacher:  Nikki Wilby

Chair of Governors: J. Dawson

Date: June 2026

Date of Next Review: June 2027
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