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Dear Parents,
I would like to welcome you and your child to Studlands Rise First School.

ourselves on fostering good relationships with all of our families so that we work
in partnership to provide the best possible education for the children in our school.
We believe strongly in our motto ‘First Steps on the Learning Journey,’ understanding
that the most important thing we can do is to provide your child with exciting,
memorable educational opportunities so that they develop a love of learning that
will last them a lifetime.
We have a dedicated staff team who are committed to meeting the needs of all the
children at our school. Children learn best in an environment where they feel safe
and happy, so we provide an environment where children’s skills and personalities
are nurtured and where they feel valued as individuals. All achievements, no matter
how small, are celebrated which leads to the children developing a sense of pride
in themselves and their learning.
We have high expectations for the children in terms of their attainment and behavior.
We expect all children to try their hardest in school so that they achieve the best
that they can.
This prospectus will provide general information about the school which I hope you

ensured that

I look forward to working in partnership with you over the coming years.
Yours sincerely,
A. Doke
Miss Alison Doke
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STUDLANDS RISE SCHOOL - First Steps on the learning Journey
Welcome to our school
We are a well established and sought after First School with a nursery, catering for
children from 3 to 9 years old. Our school is situated in Royston in Hertfordshire
and is set back from the road in spacious grounds with several safe and exciting
playgrounds, a quiet area and a wooded area. Children in the Foundation Stage
Unit have their own spacious and secure play areas at the front of the school.
The school building is single storey with a courtyard at its centre providing a focal
point for the school and an outside space for group or class work. All our classrooms
are light and spacious. We also have a library area, a large multi-purpose hall,
separate kitchen and dining room. We have a purpose built ICT Suite.
We value a close relationship with our families. By working together in partnership
we seek to ensure that all children build on their enthusiasm and zest for life to
grow into keen independent learners who are able to approach the next stages of

Our aim is to provide

.

Should you wish to see us at work, please do make an appointment to visit as
we always welcome the chance to meet prospective families and are happy to
discuss our practice .

Vision statement

the learning journey”)

The aims of the school
Excellence in teaching and enjoyment of learning is at the heart of what we strive to
do.
Our core purpose is to provide the very best for all our pupils through a commitment
e highest levels possible
The principle curriculum aims are for all children to become:.

. Successful learners who enjoy learning, make progress and achieve
.
. Responsible citizens who make a positive contribution to society
Studlands Rise First School is a happy, caring school where the efforts of all are
valued and achievements are celebrated and shared. We believe in the value and
contribution of all children and adults within the school community and we show
this in the way we relate to one another.
05

. Good working partnerships with families and the local communities
We work hard as a school to be at the centre of our local community.
We reach out to engage our parents with their child’s learning and also to be fully
involved in the work of the school. We provide them with family learning opportunities
and embrace opportunities for families to come into school.

. Unique resources and a dynamic curriculum encourage a love of learning
Our dynamic creative curriculum and outstanding teaching skills enable children to
learn in a meaningful way (and have fun!)

full programme of visits and visitors. The children are challenged and motivated to
do their best and be the best they can be.

. High achieving, where every child’s individual needs are addressed and monitored
We understand that each child has different needs, which must be met in order for

We combine traditional values and current educational thinking. We match preferred
learning styles to each child so that any obstacles to learning are minimised.

. Staff who support children throughout their learning journey
and successful learners, as well as responsible citizens who care about others and
the world around them.
Through tracking each child individually, needs and talents are recognised and
additional enrichment and support programmes are implemented.

. Our calm, happy and safe environment encourages all children to thrive
and progress

The progress, wellbeing and safety of every child at Studlands Rise is our prime
know and what they can do to improve.
Children learning to respect themselves and others is at the heart of everything we
do.

. Our school accommodation is very good.
The school is located in a quiet setting next to a public play area with many mature
trees on the boundaries. The school grounds are secure, spacious and well kept,
providing a valuable learning resource for art, physical education, science and
geography.
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ooded area. There
for pupil use in a quiet shaded area and around the playgrounds. The Foundation
Stage children have separate and secure play areas and a large covered area.
The school has a variety of playtime equipment that varies with the seasons. The
bulbs add to the pleasant setting. There is a garden area and raised vegetable beds
.
Inside the school is a light, spacious and stimulating environment in which the children
learn. All buildings are kept in good repair and good decorative order. Children’s
work is displayed all around the school in the hall and dining areas as well as in the
classrooms.

. Attention to detail.
All pupils are encouraged to drink fresh water regularly. Parents are asked to provide
a suitable sports bottle for classroom use. This follows proven research that pupil’s
concentration and learning is improved by drinking fresh water regularly.

. Children of all ages work well together.
The school encourages teamwork across the age ranges and wherever possible,
pupils are given opportunities to work with children from other classes. This has
onsibility for the
younger ones, and gives the younger children positive role models. Year 3 and 4
children are given special responsibilities such as being buddies for the younger
children and being play leaders.

. Making New Friends
New Reception children are looked after by the older children. This gives the children
a feeling of security; the younger ones have a big buddy (to support them) and the
older ones enjoy the responsibility of their role. We find this fosters and makes a
cohesive and caring environment with everyone feeling a shared responsibility to
make our school a happy and safe place to be.
There is a “buddy” bench in the playground where children can go if they are having
difficulties forming new friendships or have no-one to play with. Representatives from
different year groups check to ensure that no child is alone or unhappy at lunchtimes
or break-times. For new children this system helps make the playground a less
daunting environment. Reception children play in the Reception outside area at
lunchtime until the class is ready to play on the large main playground – sometimes
a class is really confident and they go onto the main playground within the first few
days of being at school, and sometimes this process takes a little longer.
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LEARNING AT THE SCHOOLThe Curriculum - Ages 3 to 9
The curriculum followed at Studlands Rise follows closely the requirements of
the Foundation Stage Curriculum and the National Curriculum 2014 laid down
by the Government. Within these parameters, the school provides a broad and
balanced curriculum.
Your child’s education is developed through a series of Key Stages. In a First
school there are 3 stages; the Foundation Stage followed through the Nursery
and Reception Classes, Key Stage 1 which progresses through Year 1 and
Year 2 and then in Years 3 and 4 children begin Key Stage 2 which continues
throughout Years 5 and 6 when the children transfer to middle school.

The Foundation Stage
The aim of the ‘Early Years Foundation Stage’ is to provide a Statutory
Framework and Practice Guidance for the care and education of children
from birth to five years (end of Reception class) to enable the best possible
start for children.
The Early Years Foundation Stage is divided into four themes:
A Unique Child
Positive Relationships
Enabling Environments
Learning and Development

Nursery
A Unique Child
In the nursery we respect that all children are different and treat your child as an
individual supporting their learning and development at their own rate. Your child
will have a key worker who will provide for their individual needs and develop their
learning using their interests. As well as providing for individual learning your child’s
key worker will be sensitive to and support your child’s physical and emotional well
being.
Through different resources, activities, planning and celebrations the nursery
positively supports the diversity and cultures of children and their families.

Positive Relationships
In the nursery we believe that working together with parents and carers is essential
for supporting your child’s learning and development.
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Through home visits the nursery practitioners will work with you and your child to
complete the ‘All about me’ welcome pack and discuss a settling in plan. Twice a
year you will be invited to a parent consultation meeting. Information will be shared
with you regarding your child’s learning and development. You will be given the
opportunity to contribute your thoughts and discuss your child’s next steps. You will
receive regular newsletters and other information through the parents notice board.
You are welcome in at the beginning and end of every session. As parents you are
encouraged to help with trips and events in the nursery. We also welcome parents
as visitors to share a skill, information and knowledge.

Enabling Environments
The nursery has a large indoor area and two outdoor areas with paved and grassed
space. Activities and child initiated play takes place daily indoors and out. Your
child will require suitable clothing for all weathers.
Your child’s key worker will observe your child’s development in both environments
and continually plan for their next steps. We encourage children to explore and
take risks in a safe and secure environment. The nursery links closely with the local
pre- schools to aid transition between groups. One of our team will visit your child’s
group before they start in the nursery. Our nursery is part of the Foundation Stage
Unit and the nursery practitioners work closely with the reception teacher to support
the transition to the next stage.

Learning and Developing
In the nursery children learn through play. This is because children play spontaneously
and it is through play that they learn at their highest level. During play children also
relate to others and begin to build friendships.

Active Learning through play
Children learn best through physical and mental challenges. Nursery practitioners
provide for active learning not only through the activities and resources but also
through interacting appropriately with your child to enhance understanding and
learning.
In the nursery children take part in both adult led and child initiated activities. The
children gain understanding through building connections between their experiences
and through playing in different situations.

The seven areas for learning and development within the “Early
Prime areas of learning are:
Personal, Social and Emotional Development
Communication and Language Development
Physical Development
11

Mathematics
Understanding of the World
Literacy
Expressive Arts and Design
In the Foundation Stage a typical session will begin with the children self
registering and settling to ‘Busy Fingers’ activities. These are activities which
h a member of
the nursery team, will engage in an adult-directed activity which covers one of the
seven areas of learning. This is followed by child-initiated play when the children
have the opportunity to work inside or outside, developing their skills and
knowledge in all areas of learning. During this session they will have snack time –
an opportunity to enjoy a piece of fruit and a drink with their friends. At the end of
the session the children return to their key worker groups to share/phonics using
letters and sounds programme/ a story/songs and rhymes.
As children progress through the Foundation Stage and into the Reception class
they start to devote more group time to key parts of the curriculum such as early
literacy and numeracy skills. As a group, the teacher utilises various games and
strategies to introduce and reinforce, for example, knowledge of letter sounds
and short words, ordering and sequencing numbers. This is then followed up with
parents to attend a language workshop which provides helpful hints on how to help
your child with early reading, writing and phonics.-

Key Stage 1
At the end of Key Stage 1 (the May that your child is in Year 2), your child will take
part in Standard Assessment Test/Tasks (SATS). These are taken in literacy and
maths. The children do the tests as part of their everyday work. More information
is given nearer the time and any questions you have will be answered.
Planning is based around “topics” which provide a cross-curricular basis for learning.
English and Mathematics are taught separately.
An emphasis is placed on key skills and we aim to enrich, encourage and foster
a love of books. Children will bring home a reading book each day together with a
in each class during the week. Parents are always welcome to join us on these
occasions and listen to a group of readers. Children also have access to a range
e able to select a
book to take home each week.
As children progress through Years 1 and 2 they start the transition towards more
independent work. Work is designed to challenge all children at an appropriate
level and to enable every child to reach their potential.
Children are assessed regularly to ensure that the next steps in learning are
appropriately planned in order for them to make progress.
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The children continue to work on all the areas of the curriculum. Work is designed to
challenge all children at an appropriate level and to enable every child to reach their
potential. Fresh challenges come at the start of Key Stage 2. Children are
encouraged to think for themselves and offer developing thoughts about the world,
their own environment and friendships through subjects like PSHCE and Religious
Education. In Year 4, the children visit the Middle Schools in preparation for
transition at the end of that year.

Key Stage 2
The children continue to work on all the areas of the curriculum. Work is differentiated
and children grouped accordingly. Fresh challenges come at the start of Key Stage
2. Children are encouraged to think for themselves and offer developing thoughts
about the world, their own environment and friendships through subjects like PSHCE
and Religious Education. In Year 4, the children visit the Middle Schools in
preparation for transition at the end of that year.
Each term an overview of the curriculum plan is sent to parents. In this way
parents can see what their child will be studying each term and which visits
have been planned to link with topics studied.

Curriculum
The curriculum is based on an understanding of, and concern for the individual
and the development of each child’s potential for learning. In planning the
curriculum careful consideration is given to:
·
·

The Foundation Stage Curriculum.
Curriculum 2014

Our aim is to provide a selection of challenging enrichment activities, designed
to inspire our children to enjoy learning, encourage curiosity and foster creativity
with regard to thinking and problem solving.

Core Subjects: Mathematics
Mathematics taught is based on Curriculum 2014.
Each lesson consists of a warm up/mental arithmetic activity, which may
involve counting around the classroom, looking for patterns and/or mental

The second part of the lesson is the main teaching activity. This involves direct
teaching with interaction from the children followed by related activities which are
designed to challenge all children at an appropriate level and to enable every child
to reach their potential.
objectives) this offers the chance to think about the learning that has taken
place and move the children on.
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The children will learn maths skills related to:
Working Mathematically
Understanding the Number System
Calculating
Measurement
Geometry
Statistics
Mathematics is taught across the curriculum, within many other subjects, where
children can use their wide range of concepts and skills to solve problems and present
information. Children at Studlands Rise are encouraged to explore, appreciate and
enjoy mathematics during their time here.
In the Foundation Stage (Nursery and Reception) activities are planned around
the curriculum guidance for this age group. At this stage mathematics is a very
cross-curricular subject and is incorporated throughout the day rather than in a
in learning and using the key skills in mathematics.
These include counting, sorting, matching, seeking patterns, making connections,
recognising relationships and working with numbers, shapes, space and measures.
Children are taught through stories, songs, games and imaginative play, developing
an enjoyment of using and experimenting with numbers, including those larger than
10.
At Key Stage 1 (5 – 7 years old) pupils develop their knowledge and understanding
through practical activity, exploration and discussion. They learn to count, read and
write and order numbers to 100 and beyond. Children continue to develop a range
of mental calculation skills and use them in different settings. Learning about shape
and space is achieved through practical activities and the children begin to grasp
mathematical vocabulary to talk about their methods and explain their reasoning. We
have recently purchased Numicon to support children in Foundation Stage and Key
Stage 1 to visualise number and support them in developing their understanding of
mathematical concepts.
Oral/mental work is essential at Key Stage 1 as this lays the foundations for thorough
understanding in Key Stage 2 and beyond. At Key Stage 2 (7 – 9 years old) pupils
ncil and paper
(written) methods of calculation for the four rules, (addition, subtraction, multiplicaof calculation. They
continue to try to tackle problems with mental methods before using any other approach. Children explore features of shape and space and develop measuring skills
in context and they discuss and present their methods and reasoning using a wider
range of mathematical language.

Literacy
Language is an integral part of the curriculum and from the earliest stages the
children are surrounded by words and books, and experience a wide range of
reading activities. Our aim is to encourage the children to read broadly, to develop
good comprehension skills and most importantly, to enjoy reading.
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English comprises reading, writing, speaking and listening skills, spelling, handwriting
and drama. Language skills are central to everything the children do and great
emphasis is placed on their acquisition. Much of the English curriculum is covered
through daily literacy lessons which usually take place in the mornings. Other aspects
of the English curriculum are covered through cross-curricular activities to develop a
wide range of skills.

Speaking and Listening
We aim for all children to listen attentively and to develop their understanding of the
spoken word and to express themselves effectively in a variety of speaking and
listening activities. Teachers encourage children to work co-operatively in groups,
provide opportunities for discussion and enable children to extend their speaking
and listening skills through drama activities.

Reading
The teaching of reading is a complex skill stemming from good phonic knowledge,
enjoyment.
As part of literacy children are directly taught reading skills through the shared
reading of texts on the interactive whiteboards, big books, shared text work and
guided reading. Emphasis is placed upon reading for meaning and care is taken to
ensure that reading experiences are progressive, carefully structured and appropriate to
the child’s needs and interests. Parents are encouraged to help their child practice
their reading skills at home.
In Foundation Stage and Year 1, the children follow a phonics system using
elements of the Read Write Inc. synthetic phonics scheme. They learn a new
phonic sound every day in their phonics session. They also complete reading and
writing activities that enable them to apply the sound they have just learnt. This
increases their confidence in their own reading and writing ability.
Multiple copies of texts and “Big Books” are used in Key Stage 1 and Key Stage 2
We always allow
Stage 2 continue to take books home to share with their parents and regularly

Writing
As children progress through Studlands Rise they are encouraged to look upon
writing as essential to thinking and learning and enjoyable in its own right. They
earn the main rules and conventions of written English and explore how the
language can be used to express meaning in different ways. Within literacy
lessons children are taught skills of planning, drafting and editing their writing
through shared and guided writing activities. They are given opportunities for
extended writing both in literacy lessons and in other subjects.
17

They are taught correct letter formation and practise handwriting skills to acquire a

use their ICT skills as an integral part of the writing process.

Science
In their early experience of the world, children start to form ideas which help them
to make sense of the things around them. In the classroom they begin to acquire
concepts.
At Studlands Rise we stimulate curiosity, interest and enjoyment in science and its
methods of enquiry. We use the revised National Curriculum document and County
Guidelines in our planning for Science. Our planning is supported by published
scheme material and a wealth of other resources throughout the school.
Children are helped to develop skills and competencies associated with Science as
a process of enquiry. They are encouraged to develop lively, enquiring minds, to
have a concern for the environment and an understanding of life around them.
tests, predict outcomes
and interpret results are an essential part of our scientific teaching. In Science
pupils will learn, think, make decisions and solve problems. They are taught to use
equipment safely and thoughtfully and to record their findings in a variety of ways.

Computing
All children are encouraged from early years to use and become familiar with a
wide range of Computing. Pupils are provided with opportunities to apply their
skills across all curriculum areas. We have a suite of 16 PCs, as well as 12
laptops and 12 Ipads. All PCs are networked enabling pupils to access their own
folder where all work can be stored/retrieved as well as internet/printer access.
Across all key stages pupils use a wide variety of software and education
websites to support their learning. By the time they leave the school, they are
confident in using the computer and can work independently. By the time
children leave Year 4 they have developed their knowledge of programming and
debugging programs. Your child will also have access to a variety of other ICT
equipment, such as digital cameras, a digital microscope and interactive
whiteboards to support a range of work.

Humanities Subjects
Religious Education and Assemblies
Under the terms of the 1988 Education Reform Act, all children have the opportunity to be taught Religious Education. This involves teaching about the
major religions of the world with the emphasis on Christianity. Parents do have
the right to withdraw their child from Religious Education. If you wish to discuss
this or any aspect of our Religious Education Policy please contact the Head
Teacher. We do our very best to ensure that Religious Education lessons and
assemblies are inclusive and appropriate to our community.
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At Studlands Rise our teaching encompasses the encouragement of respect for
ourselves and each other, tolerance and concern for others, understanding of
different faiths and religions and sensitivity to multicultural issues.
School assemblies take place on a daily basis, providing a time
within an act of celebration or worship, which could be linked to religious festivals,
school events or national or international occasions. For most assemblies the
whole school meets together for an assembly that is led by the Head Teacher, a
teacher, or a visitor such as a member of the local clergy. Other assemblies are
led by the children of a particular class or are used to celebrate special occasions
such as birthdays.

Celebration and Class Assemblies
Once a week we hold a celebration assembly in which groups of children share
and applaud the good work and achievement of others.
Class assemblies for children in Years 1 to 4 are held termly. Reception children
also hold a class assembly in the Spring and Summer terms. The parents of the
pupils in the class will be invited to come along and watch the assembly with the
rest of the school. This is a good opportunity to see the work that your child has
been doing and to share in the children’s enthusiasm for the activities they have
been participating in.

History
Throughout Key Stages 1 and 2 children learn to appreciate the concept of time and
they study different periods and people. Pupils are taught to develop a chronological
framework for their knowledge of events and people. We include opportunities to visit
historical sites and museums as well as to research information through the use of
primary and secondary source material. Our aim in teaching History is to make the
children curious about Britain’s past and extend this to the wider world. In our teaching
great emphasis is placed on the use of evidence (pictures, photographs, newspapers,
books, museums and sites, use of the internet and other computer software) handling
artefacts, use of the time line, narrative, appropriate language and empathy. The pupils
are encouraged to consider what past societies were like and how the historical past
has influenced our societies, beliefs and cultures. They are encouraged to develop
skills in research, find evidence, consider it, give reasoned explanations and sequence
events.

Geography
The children are given the opportunity to discover and explore their local
environment, the country and the world and the impact man has had on the
environment. Throughout Key Stage 1 pupils investigate their local area and a
out the environment
in both areas and the people who live there. They also begin to learn about the wider
world. They carry out geographical enquiry inside and outside the classroom. In
doing this they ask geographical questions about people, places and environments
and use geographical skills and resources such as maps and photographs.
21

During Key Stage 2 pupils investigate a variety of people, places and environments
in the United Kingdom and abroad and start to make links between different
they are affected by it. They become more aware of issues of pollution, endangered
species and regions, factors affecting the economic development of countries,
climate, maps and data handling skills.

Personal, Social, Health & Citizenship Education
This subject is taught both as a separate subject and through all other aspects
of the curriculum. The work we do in school supports and complements home
to promote practices and attitudes which will enable your child to develop into a
healthy, caring and thoughtful person with a positive self image.
We teach PSHCE through 4 strands:

Preparing to play an active role as citizens
Developing a healthy, safer lifestyle
Developing good relationships and respecting the differences between people
Health Education is incorporated into the Science curriculum. In addition the
children benefit from visits by the school nurse, the police and other members
of the community to learn about keeping safe, medicines, healthy lifestyles,
growing and changing, and feelings and relationships. All of these aspects help
prepare the children to take their place in society as a well rounded, caring citizen.

Sex and Relationship Education
Studlands Rise has a Sex and Relationship Education Programme appropriate
to the age and emotional maturity of the pupils, which operates as a foundation
for further work at middle and upper school.
Parents have the right to withdraw their child from those parts of sex education
that are outside of the compulsory elements of sex education contained in the
Science National Curriculum. Parents with any concerns should see the Head
Teacher. The school has a detailed policy document relating to Sex and Relationship
Education and parents may view the policy by contacting the sch

Modern Foreign Languages
A language entitlement is in place for all pupils in key stage 2 and we aim to deliver
a high quality language learning experience. Currently Year 3 and 4 pupils are
taught French.
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Creative Subjects
Design Technology
Children are encouraged to develop their design and technology skills through
assignments that require them to make products using a range of materials and
components. They begin by generating a design and follow this through to
producing an end product, using suitable resources. The correct and safe use
of tools is emphasised. Evaluation and the ability to act upon this is an important
part of our work.

Music
Children have experience of music both as performers and listeners. They work
with a wide range of tuned and untuned percussion instruments. Using these
instruments the children begin to make simple compositions upon which they are
pupils as they progress through the school. As well as creating music for themselves
they are given the opportunity to sing, to use music for dance and movement and
to listen to music for enjoyment. We encourage pupils to appreciate and enjoy a
range of music from different cultures and traditions, as well as different styles.
A range of instrumental tuition is provided by music specialists from outside of the
school, such as piano and recorder lessons. These lessons are charged for and
parents may make application for their children.

Art
Art and design stimulates creativity and imagination and provides a unique way
of understanding and responding to the world through visual, tactile and sensory
experiences. Our aim is for all children to develop artistic skills to enable them to
communicate what they see, feel and think. Children are taught how to use a variety
of tools and techniques as well as developing their knowledge about the diverse
roles and functions of art, craft and design in contemporary life and in different times
and cultures. They work with a variety of media from observation, experience and
imagination and experiment with these tools and techniques in drawing and painting,
printing, collage and sculpture, using a range of materials.
The children develop an understanding of the work of famous artists and are taught
to apply this knowledge to their own work.

Physical Education
All children take part in P.E. lessons throughout the year.
Through these we aim to:
Help promote physical development
Develop physical competence
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PE teaching at Studlands Rise covers the 4 strands of the National Curriculum.
Children acquire new skills and learn how to use these skills in appropriate game
situations. They then evaluate their performance. Pupils also learn about health
and fitness and how exercise is good for their bodies. The school has a large
playing field, two playgrounds and indoors a large hall equipped with climbing
frames, ropes, agility apparatus and smaller equipment. Each child has equal
access to facilities and is encouraged to develop both individual and team awareness
and skills. PE offers challenges to the child promoting good health as well as an
enjoyment of, participation in and appreciation of sport for future life. The physical
education at our school is taught through a balanced programme of gymnastics,
movement and dance, games and athletics, swimming and outdoor education.
Currently Studlands Rise is part of the North Hertfordshire Sports Partnership,
providing opportunities and access to specialist instructors and equipment to
promote the highest quality PE possible for all pupils. At Studlands Rise we
provide sessions taught by a qualified sports teacher in addition to the PE
sessions that are taught by the class teachers. We hold an annual Sports Day
and there are also lots of sport-related after school clubs for your child to
participate in.

Inclusion
The progress of various different groups of pupils in the school is monitored closely.
These may include:
Boys /Girls
Gifted and Talented children
Children with Special Educational Needs

Ethnic Groups
Vulnerable children

We consider inclusion to be when all pupils experience the same opportunities and
have the same chance to progress.

Pastoral Care
The Headteacher and staff work closely in consultation with you as parents to ensure
the welfare of your child. If you are concerned about any aspect of your child’s time
in school please do not hesitate to see the class teacher in the first instance.
Members of staff will of course contact you if they have concerns about your
child’s learning or well-being.

The Organisation of the School Day
Times
. The school day begins at 8.50am and ends at 3.15pm
. Playtime is from 10.30am until 10.45am
. Lunchtime for Reception, Year 1 and Year 2 is from 12.00pm until 1.10pm and
for Years 3 and 4 from 12.15pm until 1.10pm

. The amount of actual teaching time is 22 hours 30 minutes per week for Reception,
Year 1 and Year 2 and 23 hours 45 minutes per week for Years 3 and 4.
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. The children spend a total of 190 days per year in school, teaching staff 195
days. Five additional days are used for staff training (INSET).

Nursery sessions are held from 9.00am to 12.00 noon providing 15 hours
entitlement. (Doors to Foundation Stage open at 8.45am) You may be entitled
to 30 hours of free provision, in which case daily lunch clubs from 12.00 until
1.00 and afternoon sessions from 1.00 until 3.00 are included in your entitlement.
If you do not qualify for the free 30 hours, you can pay for lunch club sessions
and afternoon sessions at a cost of £5 per hour.
At the end of the session or day, Foundation Stage children are not allowed out of
the unit until the expected adult arrives to collect them. Teachers make sure that they
can see the child’s parent before allowing them to leave the school building. Parents
different adult will be collecting the child.

Breakfast Club
Breakfast Club runs from 7.45am – 8.50am five days a week term time only. It
is available for Nursery to Year 4 children. Sessions must be pre-booked and
paid for in advance.

Lunch, milk and snacks
The school operates a cafeteria system offering a choice of meals at lunch times.
Children may choose from a hot meal, vegetarian option or school packed lunch on
a daily basis and menus are sent out in advance to allow guided choice with your
child. We have a salad bar and chilled water is provided. Parents are invited to come
and try the meals when their child is about to start school. Children with special
dietary requirements are catered for. Dinner money should be paid in full at the
beginning of each half term (Please contact the school office if you have problems
with this as arrangements can be made for you to pay on a weekly basis). Refunds
are given for absences and if you qualify for free school meals a form is available
from the school office. Currently, all Infant children (Reception, Year 1 and Year 2)
are entitled to a free hot school meal under the government’s universal free school
meals scheme.
You may prefer your child to bring a packed lunch from home. We ask that you
provide a suitable amount of healthy balanced food in a named lunch box. Bottles,
cans, fizzy drinks, sweets or chocolate are not allowed. A minimum of one week’s
notice is requested for any change in arrangements for lunch provision.
Parents of any child may opt for them to have milk at school. This is available in
100ml cartons and is paid for termly in advance. Free school milk is available to
families in receipt of Income Support or Family Credit. Children in Foundation Stage
and Key Stage 1 are provided with a piece of fruit or vegetable as a snack as part
of a government scheme. Children in Key Stage 2 are encouraged to bring a
healthy snack to eat at break time. We also run a popular snack voucher scheme
which operates every day. Any child can purchase a voucher for 50p and they
pre-order their snack in the morning at the same time as they order their lunch.
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Extra-curricular Activities
Studlands Rise offers a range of opportunities beyond the curriculum to extend
on offer may vary each term but we aim to provide a broad range of activities and
to ensure that there are appropriate clubs for all the children.

School Outings and Visits
Pupils have the opportunity to take part in a variety of day trips which are planned
in advance to enrich the curriculum. These may include visits to Linton Zoo, the
Fitzwilliam Museum, Wandlebury Environmental Centre, the Toy Museum, West
Stow Anglo Saxon Village, Wimpole Hall and Farm local visits to the town centre,
parish church, Royston Cave and the allotments.

Residential Visit
As an optional, but invaluable part of the curriculum, there is a residential visit to
Cuffley Camp arranged during the summer term for Year 4 pupils. They take part in
a variety of activities including mountain biking, wall climbing, fire building and
shelter building.

making friends, exploring exciting new experiences and venturing into the outdoors
as well as discovering a little bit more about themselves.

Swimming
In the autumn and spring terms children in Years 3 and 4 are offered the opportunity
to learn to swim at the local swimming pool. This is part of the P.E. National Curriculum.
The children enjoy this additional activity and make very good progress with their
swimming.

Sports Day
This is held every year towards the end of the summer term. The event combines
fun and physical exercise with a sense of team spirit and the joy of competing. A
different theme is chosen each year and may be a topical theme like the World
Cup or the Olympics or a more general theme such as the seaside. Races follow
the chosen theme e.g. dribbling a ball or building sandcastles rather than straight
running races. The school is divided into teams that include pupils from all age
groups and each child contributes points to their team.
Mums and dads races are also held every year and prove very popular and great
fun.
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Involvement with the Wider Community
The school promotes a positive attitude to links with the community and is keen
to ensure that the children have the opportunity to be involved in the community
outside the immediate environment of the school. The local Police and Fire Service
regularly visit the school to give presentations on road safety, personal safety and
fire safety issues. Students from senior schools are welcomed to assist in the
classes as part of their work experience programme. Our links with the local parish
churches are strong and the Reverend or his curate, regularly take assemblies.

SCHOOL POLICIES
Behaviour
At Studlands Rise First School we set high standards of behaviour and we believe
that these standards are achieved through consistency in discipline, fostering
mutual respect and maintaining good communication between the school and
the home environment. The positive attitudes and actions of parents, children
and all colleagues associated with the school contribute to the high standards of
achievement and the quality of learning.
We have a detailed behaviour policy, which is available to all parents via the
school office and a copy is also on our school website in the policies section.
Some of the ways in which we promote acceptable behaviour include:
Completing exceptional work which goes into the Golden Book
Sending home a Marvellous Me badge
Recognition of children’s efforts and achievements in sharing assemblies
Use of circle time sessions where the whole class discuss issues relating to
behaviour and other aspects of school life
Recognition of genuine achievement through the use of verbal praise, written
remarks or recognised symbols such as “smiling faces”
Awarding “rosettes of achievement” in assemblies
Celebrating personal qualities such as kindness, good manners, perseverance
in overcoming difficulties and helpfulness
Celebrating individual academic achievements as well as being chosen to
represent the school at outside events
A lunchtime behaviour scheme using stars
There are Golden Rules for the classroom, the dining room and outdoors. The current
Golden Rules for the classroom are:
Always do your best
Listen and be helpful to others
Work quietly
Respect all adults and children
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Take care of your own and other’s property
Move around the school appropriately and
safely

Home School Agreement
When your child starts at Studlands Rise you will be asked to read and sign a Home
School Agreement which sets out the aims and expectations of the school, the
family and the child and details how best we can work in partnership with you to
provide the very best for your child.
See next page for agreement form
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Home/School Agreement
Name of Child: ……………………………………………..

Date: ………………

Our vision is to provide each child with the ‘first steps on the learning journey’ by providing exciting,
memorable educational opportunities that allow them to develop a love of learning that will last a
lifetime.
We aim to:
Provide excellence in teaching and learning
Develop successful partnerships with our families and the wider community
Offer a rich and varied curriculum that meets the needs of all our pupils
Treat each child as a unique individual
Ensure that each child is given the opportunity to achieve the very best that they can
Provide a calm, purposeful learning environment in which children can flourish
The School will:
Encourage and support children to do their best at all times
Encourage children to treat people and property with respect
Inform parents/carers of the child’s progress at regular meetings
Contact the parents/carers if there is a problem with attendance or punctuality
Let parents/carers know about any problems or concerns that affect their child’s work or behaviour
Inform parents/carers about the content of the broad curriculum areas to be studied each year
Be welcoming and offer opportunities for you to become involved in the daily life of the school
Not deliberately upload or add any text, image, sound or videos that could be likely to upset or
offend any member of the school community
Headteacher: A. Rinna

Chair of Governors: J. Moss

The family will:
Make sure that my child attends school regularly
Make sure that my child arrives at school between 8.40 and 8.50 a.m.
Where possible, telephone the school on the first day of absence and provide a note of
explanation when my child is absent
Make the school aware of any concerns or problems that might affect my child’s work or behaviour
Support the school’s policies and guidelines
Support the school approach to on-line safety and not deliberately upload or add any text,
image, sound or videos that are of a child who is not my own or that could be likely to upset or
offend any member of the school community.
Not allow my child to wear a smart watch to school, nor wear one myself to any school function,
including school trips.
Endeavour to attend parent’s evenings and discussions about my child’s progress
Get to know about my child’s life at school
Parent/Carer Signature: ………………………………………….
The children will keep to the Code for the way we behave at Studlands Rise First School, noted in our
Behaviour Policy.
Keep ourselves and others safe
Be considerate to others
Look after our school and everything in it
Always do our best
Child’s Signature: ………………………………………….
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Bullying
The school does not tolerate bullying and all reported incidents are taken seriously.
All teaching and non-teaching staff and midday supervisory assistants are alert to
signs of bullying. It is school policy that it is “OK to tell”. We address bullying within
the SEAL (Social and Emotional Aspects of Learning) curriculum. This gives children
an understanding of what bullying is, and helps them to develop the necessary skills
to prevent and deal with bullying situations.

Child Protection
The school works in partnership with parents to support children in every way
possible. The Children’s Act 1989 places a clear responsibility on schools to ensure
that they work together with other agencies to safeguard and promote the welfare
of all their pupils. The Hertfordshire Safeguarding Children Board was launched in
2006. It has a statutory role to safeguard and promote the welfare of all children.
As a result, if concerns are raised within the school or a child or parent reports a
situation involving possible abuse, we would not be able to gua
Schools are expected to consult with Children Schools and Families if they believe
there is a possibility that a child may be suffering from abuse or neglect. A referral to
Children Schools and Families is not intended to be an accusation of any particular
action or against any particular person. It is the reporting of concerns that have come
to the school’s attention. This is in accordance with the Hertfordshire Area Child
Protection Procedures.
Studlands Rise School has a Child Protection Policy and a copy of Hertfordshire
Area Child Protection Procedures, both of which are available for parents/carers to
see. The Headteacher is the Designated Senior Person for Child Protection. She will
be happy to discuss any questions or concerns you may have about Child Protection
Policies and Practice.
All adults working with pupils in school comply with County guidelines regarding
Criminal Records Bureau (CRB) disclosure. Should you require any further information

Special Educational Needs
The term Special Educational Needs (SEN) is used when a child needs some
extra or a different kind of support, which could be because of their learning,
behaviour, emotional, communication, physical or sensory needs. The Inclusion
Co-ordinator (INCO) has responsibility for special needs. We endeavour to
identify any indication of learning difficulties as early as possible and address a
child’s needs in consultation with the parents and when appropriate, with
specialist advisors from the Local Authority. Individual or group programmes
are arranged and the child’s progress is reviewed at regular intervals. Every
effort is made within the curriculum policies to cater for children of all abilities.
This includes the provision of a differentiated curriculum as appropriate for
children with special educational needs.
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Meeting the Needs of Gifted and Talented Pupils
We make two types of curriculum provision for gifted and talented pupils.
Enrichment
Extension
Enrichment is used as a distinct teaching and learning strategy with planned intervention
in order to broaden knowledge and understanding.
At Studlands Rise Enrichment is provided through the use of additional resources
and learning opportunities (i.e. open ended project work).
Extension is used for gifted and talented pupils when they are encouraged to use
higher order thinking skills (i.e. a focus on learning tasks which require greater
thinking skills or challenging tasks requiring greater independence and self directed
learning).

School Uniform
The school uniform is practical and attractive. Blue sweatshirts and cardigans with
with a white shirt or white polo shirt and worn with a grey pinafore, skirt or grey
trousers for girls and grey trousers or shorts for boys. Girls wear a pale blue and
white gingham check dress in the summer. White or grey socks and black shoes
should be worn.
For P.E. a pair of navy shorts and a white T-shirt is required and parents are requested
to provide pupils with a change of soft-soled shoes or plimsolls for both indoor wear
and P.E. For outside games, trainers and plain, dark (navy or black) jogging bottoms
are necessary. A plain, dark coloured tracksuit is necessary for the winter months.
The school has a no jewellery policy as serious accidents can be caused by jewellery
during P.E. or in normal child’s play. Watches may be worn but must be removed
for PE/swimming. The school cannot be held responsible for the loss of or damage
to any watches that are worn.
We ask that children with long hair wear it tied back. We expect our children to
wear their hair in a neat and tidy fashion with no hair gel or braiding. Headbands,
scrunchies or coloured grips should be blue or white.
Nursery children are also encouraged to wear the school uniform and many already
wear the school sweatshirt. As Nursery activities can be messy we recommend that
children wear practical and comfortable clothes.
School uniform with the logo on is ordered online from School Trends at
www.schooltrends.co.uk
Please ensure that all items of clothing are clearly marked with your child’s
name.
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Homework
Once a week Nursery children will select a book to bring home to share with you.
There will also be a weekly home learning activity for you to complete with your
child.
In Reception book sharing continues until your child is ready for reading. There
will also be a weekly home learning activity for you to complete with your child.
From Year 1 the children take home a reading book each evening. It is a huge
down and read with
an adult or older sibling. Sometimes children just want to be read to and that is
as valuable and valid for all children at any age. Reading is not only about doing
something in isolation where we can escape to another world but about sharing;
the pictures, the text, reading together, guessing the story, predicting, anticipating
and most of all enjoying! In Year 1 children will also bring home spellings to be learnt
weekly and one other piece of home learning which is either maths, literacy or
topic related.
In Years 2, 3 and 4, the same pattern of home learning continues, with the addition
of weekly times tables to learn. It is always appreciated if you can spend a little
time helping children with home learning tasks – and if you have a special skill
that illustrates a topic please let the teacher know especially if you can come in and
share your talent!

School Charges
Charges are made for instrumental tuition with voluntary contributions being invited
for school outings. Where a family is in receipt of Income Support or Family Credit
a full or part reduction can be made on application.

Complaints Procedure
We believe that many issues can be dealt with by discussion between parents and
the school. Parents are always welcome to raise any concerns that they may have
necessary.
In addition, the Governors have procedures for considering complaints in line with
County Council recommendations. Copies of the documents setting out these

Attendance
A child’s regular attendance at school is the joint responsibility of parents and
the school. Parents are responsible for ensuring that their child attends school,
tivities. The school
is required to monitor attendance, encourage good attendance and act promptly
in the case of non-attendance or persistent lateness.
ence by telephone
before 9.30 am if a child is going to be absent due to ill health. The school will
investigate any unexplained absences.
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Please do not take your child/children out of school for holidays during term
time. The school is unable to authorize leave during term time for holidays.
Again in the interest of safety, we require you to sign a register of absence when
collecting a child during the school day for an appointment during school times

Health and Safety
It is essential that parents inform the school of any relevant medical facts relating to
their child, for example, allergies, asthma, eczema, diabetes or epilepsy. If a child
needs to have medicine administered during the day, please bring the medicine
unwell, please do not send them to school. If your child falls ill whilst at school the
school will contact you to take your child home.
It is therefore extremely important that all contact details are kept up to date
and that you notify us of any changes (especially mobile phone numbers) so
that we can maintain our records.

Infectious and contagious diseases
Listed below are some of the more common diseases and problems, causing
children to be absent from school along with the recommended time children
should be kept at home:

Chicken pox

5 days from appearance of rash

Measles

5 days from appearance of rash

Mumps

5 days from onset of swelling

Throat infections

Until child is properly fit

Whooping cough

21 days from onset of spasmodic cough

Impetigo

Until dry and healing or 48 hours after antibiotic treatment started

Diarrhoea and/or Vomiting

48 hours after the last episode of diarrhoea and/or vomiting

Head lice

Please inform the school so that other parents can be alerted
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PARENTAL INVOLVEMENT
Getting involved with the School
Parent helpers
The involvement of parents is important to us at Studlands Rise and offers of help
are always welcome. Parents may help in many ways – hearing a group of readers,
supervising the changing of library books, helping with art and craft activities,
practical science or design technology. Help from parents is also very welcome on
school trips and with events such as Theatre Workshop Week and Sports Day.
Please ask your child’s class teacher or contact the Head Teacher if you
would like to get involved.

Friends of Studlands Rise
School activities are strongly supported by the “Friends” of Studlands Rise School,
which arranges a number of fund-raising and social activities. All parents, guardians,
carers of pupils and staff are regarded as “Friends” of the school. Events organised
over the last few years have included treasure hunts, quiz nights, auctions of
promises, indulgence evenings, discos for the children and a sponsored bounce.
The money raised from these events most recently has been spent on a wide variety
of items including two outdoor classrooms, new notice boards and a cycle/scooter
pod.
All new volunteers are very welcome and help is always gratefully received. If
you would like to join the committee or help out at one of the events, please
let the chair/school secretary know or just come along to one of the regular
meetings. For new parents and grandparents, this is an excellent way to become
involved with Studlands Rise and meet other parents.

The Governing Body
The school has an active and committed governing body that meets termly for
full governing body meetings and each half-term for committee meetings.
Governors are drawn from a variety of backgrounds – parents, staff, the community
and the County Council. A governor’s term of office usually lasts four years. A
list of the current governors and how to contact them is included in the appendices.

Supporting your child
At Studlands Rise we believe the success of a child’s education is dependent
upon an effective working relationship between all three parties – the child,
the parents and the school. Each needs to take responsibility, and each needs
the support of the other two.
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In summary parents’ responsibilities are:

. Ensuring your child goes to school regularly, on time and properly equipped
. Supporting the school’s requirements for uniform and behaviour
. Letting the school know about any concerns or problems that might affect your
.
.
.
.

child’s work or behaviour
Supporting your child in homework and other opportunities for home learning
Attending parents evenings and meetings about your child’s progress
Informing school of your child’s absence
Avoiding family holidays in term time

These responsibilities are wide and varied, however, the school is here to support
and encourage parents and children and ensure that each child makes the most
of his or her time at Studlands Rise.

Monitoring your child’s progress
Assessment is a continuous process throughout your child’s school life.
Throughout Nursery and Reception, there will be ongoing assessment using the
‘Ages and Stages’ document. At the end of Reception, your child will be assessed
of the assessments with your child’s written report which will be sent at the end of
the summer term.

(Standard Assessment Tasks/Tests) in literacy and numeracy; your child’s teacher
assesses science. These tests are completed within the normal classroom work
and are an indicator of progress and achievement and an opportunity to review
targets.
The results of your child’s tests are given to you and the levels explained during
the summer term.
In Years 3 and 4 children continue to be monitored by the teacher to ensure progress
continues. Exit data is submitted to County when children leave Studlands Rise.

How well are we doing?
All pupils achieve well academically. The youngest get a good start in the
Foundation Stage and reach standards that are above those expected nationally by
the end of Reception in all areas of learning. Their personal, social and emotional
development is particularly good because of careful planning. Good progress
continues throughout Key Stage One and Key Stage Two.
Pupils have reached exceptionally high standards in reading, writing and
mathematics for the past three years.
In Years three and four, pupils continue to make good progress and attainment is
above the level expected nationally. By Year 4 the great majority reached above the
expected standard in English and in Mathematics.
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Parents/Teacher Consultation Evenings
A parent/teacher consultation evening is held twice a year giving the opportunity
for teachers to meet with parents and discuss their child’s learning, behaviour
and progress. The first parents’ evening of the school year is held during
October to enable parents to discuss how their child is settling in. The second
parent/teacher consultation is held in the spring term.

Reports
An annual report is sent out towards the end of the summer term, which details
your child’s progress. Parents are invited to respond to the report if they wish to.

Open Classrooms
Open classrooms are held once a month and are an excellent opportunity for you
to come and see your child’s learning as well as their classroom and the displays
in the class and around the wider school. They provide an informal opportunity
for you to talk to your child’s class teacher about the topics being covered during
the term.

ADMISSIONS
Obtaining a place at Studlands Rise
We follow the current County Council policy on admissions as described in the
Hertfordshire County Council Admission to Primary Schools booklet sent to all
parents of three-year-old children by the County Council. The County Council
makes the decision as to which school your child will be offered a place after you
have indicated a preference. Children are admitted to the main school during the
autumn term.
The school does it own admissions to Nursery. Please see the Admissions tab
on the school website www.studlandsrise.herts.sch.uk for information about how
to apply and the criteria that will be used if we are oversubscribed. Under
admissions rules the Nursery is seen as separate to the main school and as such
is not seen as an entitlement to a place in the school. A separate application for
the school must be made during the year of nursery provision.
Admissions other than in Reception and the Nursery also follow County guidelines
and parents must apply through the admissions team. The school is not allowed to
exceed the published admission number, currently 30 children per year. The school
always welcomes visits from prospective parents and the Head Teacher is happy to
show prospective parents round and tell them more about the work of the school.
Please telephone Mrs Manning, the office manager, to make an appointment.
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Before your child starts
Starting school, whether part-time in the Nursery or full-time in Reception, is a big
step in the life of a child. Fear of the unfamiliar and being away from their normal
environment can cause distress to some children. We do everything we can to
minimise anxiety both for the children and for their parents.
Before your child starts Nursery or Reception in the Foundation Stage Unit you
will be invited to a parents’ meeting to talk with the Head Teacher and your child’s
teacher. You have the opportunity to find out all about the school and ask any
questions. School uniform can be ordered at any time from the School Trends
website.
Before your child starts full-time school we hold a similar meeting for parents and
their children to attend. Again, this enables the children to meet their teacher and
the Head Teacher and for those parents and children not familiar with the nursery
and Foundation Stage Unit, the opportunity to look around the school. If the child
has been attending nursery they will already be familiar with the staff, routines,
and the main school building, (including the library area, hall and other classrooms.)
There are a number of skills that you can encourage your child to develop before
starting school, which will be most helpful. These include being able to:
Put on a coat
Change shoes
Go to the toilet unaided
Use a knife and fork
Wash hands
Dress and undress
Use scissors
Hold a pencil with the correct grip
Once your child has started at Studlands Rise, if you have any concerns at all about
how they are settling in to school, please speak with the class teacher as these can
then be sorted out easily and quickly.
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STAFF LIST 2013/2014
Headteacher:

Mrs Alison Rinna

Deputy Headteacher:

Mrs Sharon Maguire

Mrs Lynda Manning

Teaching Staff:

Mrs Claire Baker (maternity cover)
Mr Dominic Brathwaite
Miss Lorna Collings
Mrs Sonja Dipple
Miss Becky Harvey
Mrs Sarah Hill (Sports teacher and PPA cover)
Mrs Sharon Maguire
Mrs Vicky Pope (maternity leave)
Mrs Jenny Robertson
Mrs Charlotte Taylor

Teaching Assistants:

Mrs Karen Batchelor
Mrs Jill Brent
Mrs Liz Charwin
Mrs Sally Duddy
Mrs Una Holmes
Mrs Ann Lewis
Mrs Nicky Pearman
Miss Jackie Turner
Miss Claire Walkiden

Head of Kitchen:

Mrs Claire Jenkins

Kitchen Assistant:

Ms Kelly Martin and Mrs Becky Phillips

Site Supervisor:

Mrs Carol Allen

Cleaners:

Mrs Sally Hales
Mrs Amanda Bowman

Midday Supervisory
Assistants:

Mrs Liz Charwin
Mrs Sally Duddy
Mrs Claire Foreman
Mrs Sonia Miller
Mrs Jane Russell
Mrs Malgosia Wasilewski
Ms Paula Wood
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GOVERNORS LIST
Governor
Mrs Alison Rinna
Mrs Sharon Maguire
Mrs Laura Colebrooke
Mrs Jane Ormsby
Mrs Sarah Hill
Mrs Lyn Manning
Mrs Jackie Moss
Mr Philip Snowden
Mr Jamie Weatherhead

Chair of Governors
Clerk to the Governors
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Term Completes
Headteacher
Staff
Parent
Parent
Co-opted
Co-opted
Co-opted
Co-opted
Co-opted

21st May 2018
11th October 2019
11th October 2019
5th June 2018
5th June 2018
5th June 2018
5th June 2018
5th October 2020

Mrs Jackie Moss can be contacted through the school office
Mrs Liz King can be contacted through the school office

TERM DATES 2017-2018
Autumn Term 2017
Wednesday 6th September to Tuesday 19th December 2017

Autumn Half Term
Monday 23rd October to Friday 27th October 2017

Christmas Break
Wednesday 20th December 2017 to Tuesday 2nd January 2018

Inset Days
Friday 1st September, Monday 4th September, Tuesday 5th September 2017

Occasional Days
Wednesday 30th August 2017, Thursday 31st August 2017

Spring Term 2018
Thursday 4th January to Thursday 29th March 2018

Spring Half Term
Monday 12th February to Friday 16th February 2018

Spring Holiday
Friday 30th March to Friday 13th April 2018

Inset Days
Monday 3rd January 2018

Summer Term 2018
Monday 16th April to Friday 20th July 2018

Summer Half Term
Monday 28th May to Friday 1st June 2018

Inset Days
Monday 23rd July 2018

Occasional Days
Tuesday 24th July 2018, Wednesday 25th July 2018,
Thursday 26th July 2018, Friday 27th July 2018
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