
 

 

 
 
Assessment for Learning Policy 
 
“Assessment for learning is the process of seeking and interpreting evidence for use by 
learners and their teachers to decide where the learners are in their learning, where they 
need to go and how best to get there”. 
 
Assessment Reform Group, 2002 
 
At Studlands Rise we use Assessment for Learning as a means of identifying the achievements 
of our pupils and of indicating ways to further improve their learning. It informs future planning for 
groups of children and / or individuals and is used as a tool to raise standards.  Assessment for 
Learning involves active feedback which enables pupils to improve their work as it develops, so 
children have to be given time to respond to marking and feedback comments.  Standards are 
raised through a consistent approach to Assessment for Learning. 

 
 
Aims: 
At Studlands Rise we aim to use Assessment for Learning to: 

• recognise and celebrate achievement; 
• identify ways that all pupils can improve; 
• enable teachers to plan effective learning experiences for all pupils; 
• involve pupils in the setting of both long and short term targets; 
• aid with record keeping; 
• aid with reporting to parents; 
• support and accelerate pupils learning; 
• provide evidence of the current level a child is attaining. 
 

In addition, teachers continually assess pupils’ performance through their observation of children 
on tasks set, and through the work produced. Assessment for Learning strategies are 
implemented across the curriculum. These assessment strategies aim to be: 

• consistent throughout the school; 
• at the centre of all pupils’ learning; 
• varied in style and purpose: highlight marking; comment only marking; peer and self-

assessment; oral feedback; 
• purposeful and of use in identifying areas of achievement and development. 

 



 

 

 
Marking: 
At Studlands Rise marking communicates progress made and gives guidance for further 
improvement and ‘next steps’ to the pupil. Pupils are given time to respond to teacher comments, 
and improve their learning, during ‘early morning’ activity times or at the start of the next teaching 
session in that subject. Comments are also used as a tool for praising pupils’ achievements. 
 
Through our practice we strive to: 

• have a coherent approach to marking, that is easily understood by teachers, pupils and 
parents; 

• raise standards through a consistent approach of positive marking; 
• provide a structure that allows children to know what they have done well in their learning 

and how they could improve it even further. 
 

At Studlands Rise we expect teachers to: 
• mark all learning by acknowledging the child’s achievements and efforts; 
• link marking to the learning objective which will have been shared with the children at the 

start of each lesson and referred to during the lesson; 
• mark all literacy, maths and science learning ‘in depth’ using highlighters and giving next 

steps; 
• check understanding of all children during the lesson and give detailed verbal feedback to 

the children working in guided groups, thereby providing an opportunity for children to 
improve their learning immediately; 

• note, in speech marks, any verbal feedback that is given, e.g. “adjectives” to indicate that 
the teacher and child have had a conversation about how adjectives can make their writing 
more interesting, with the expectation that the child will then have added adjectives in; 

• give children time to respond to the marking comments made; 
• acknowledge the ‘improved learning’ when the child has responded to the ‘next step’ 

comments; 
• use a variety of methods to gain the child’s view such as peer marking or self- assessment; 
• maintain their own records during the school year to inform future planning for individuals 

and groups of children as well as to contribute to informing all stakeholders of progress. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 

Detailed Marking 
• Highlighters will be used to support the children in knowing which parts of their learning 

meet the learning objective (green) and which parts require improvement (yellow).  In the 
upper school (year 2 onwards) a red highlighter will be introduced to indicate clerical errors 
that the child should not have made, either because of their age or ability eg incorrect 
spellings of high frequency words, missing basic punctuation, etc.   

• Green highlighter – a comment will be made explaining how the child has met the learning 
objective, or one of the ‘marking codes’ (see appendix) will be used. 

• Yellow highlighter – a comment will be made explaining how the child can improve this 
piece of learning, or what the next steps are, or one of the ‘marking codes’ (see appendix) 
will be used. 

• Red highlighter – one of the marking codes will be used. 
 
 
 
 
 
Appendix 
Marking Codes 
 
Sp – indicates that spellings need to be checked (only to be used with red highlighter, unless 
spelling was the focus of the session) 
CL – capital letters missing 
.  – to indicate that the child needs to read through their learning and add full stops as appropriate 
, - to indicate that the child needs to read through their learning and add commas as appropriate 
“ “ – speech punctuation needs to be added as appropriate 
T – check tense 
SS – check sentence structure 
Power – to use more adventurous vocabulary (or ‘power’ word) 
P – indicate where each new paragraph would start 
Detail – add more information/detail to a particular section 
DT – to indicate when comments/learning have been discussed with teacher 
 


